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INTRODUCTION

‘Created in fiftcenth-century Italy, raror was first

used to play card games and commemorate royal
occasions. By the late cighteenth century, however,
the cards had become a tool for divination. Today,
tarot continues to illuminate our past, present, and
future with its enduring popularity due to the cards’
archerypal imagery. All the many decks and many
diverse representations of the cards tap into the
realm of universal archetypes—from the priestess to
the hero, the mother to the hermit.

Archetypes are the foundation of every great
tale—and Game of Thrones is an outstanding story,

a rich weave. Mythically proportioned, Game of
Thrones boasts more than sixty hours of masterful
visual storytelling. From the icy landscapes beyond
the Wall to the hot deserts of Dorne, the world of
Game of Thrones is replete with symbolism: an abun-
dant source for a new tarot deck.

The creative team behind this deck dug deep into
these two worlds to find the overlapping characters,
story arcs, and symbolism. We intertwined them into
a unique tarot that evokes the vivid dramas of Game
of Thrones while offering rich oracular cues for the
serious tarot reader.

By bringing this epic saga into our hand-drawn
cards, we have created a deck that honors the tradi-
tion of tarot and our favorite television drama.
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The twenty-two major arcana cards, numbered
0-XXI, show major events, turning points, and
shifts in perspective on our life journey. The major
cards represent a cycle of birth, death, and spiritual
- ascension beginning with the Fool, who journeys
through the major arcana sequence and is born again
when his cycle of experience is complete. These
’ major cards, therefore, are intended to offer you
\ insight ac a deep, soulful level; you may want to pay
| special attention to them in your readings. You may
1 also prefer to read only with the major arcana (par-
ticularly if you are a beginner), as the majors area
distillation of meaning of many of the minor arcana
cards, which are associated with day-to-day events.

’ : THE MAJOR ARCANA
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The tarot Fool, as number 0, stands outside
the sequence of major arcana cards. Tyrion is the
outsider, despised by most of his house. Witty, brave,
and brilliant, he is destined, like the Fool, to be both
apart from and a part of everything his dark world
has to offer.
Upright Meaning
An adventure, opportunity, new phase, or per-
spective beckons. There’s an air of spontaneity and
optimism as you follow your dream in the spirit of
freedom. Take a breath before you begin, and calcu-
late the risks before you take that leap of faith.
Additional ings: Independence, a student, a
young person leaving home
Reversed Meaning
Idealism leads to rash decisions when the Fool
reverses, so consider all the options before you
embark upon a new venture in order to avoid a false
start. Alternatively: apathy, ignoring an opportunity.

0
THE FOOL

e T e

Key meanings: Risk, innocence, opportunity, begin-
nings, youth, impetuousness

The Fool is represented by Tyrion Lannister,
who risks his life to follow a dream. Enchanted by
dragon stories as a child, he courts death to visit
Viserion and Rhaegal, saves his city from Stannis
Baratheon’s army, and travels to the Wall. This
Fool is no fool in the literal sense: as Tyrion says,
“I drink and I know things.” And Tyrion can say
what others dare not. | |
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THE MAGICIAN

Key meanings: Success, willpower, messages, mani-
festing, inspiration, diplomacy

Spymaster Petyr “Littlefinger” Baelish is the
Magician, manipulating others to his will. He wears
rings on both little fingers, signifying Mercury,
planet of communication. On the red screen behind
him are the lemniscate, or infinity symbol, plus
the four suit symbols; the sword is represented by
Catspaw, a dagger of Valyrian steel.
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11
THE PRIESTESS

Key meanings: Wisdom, secrets, the spiritual realms,
intuition, feminine power

The Red Woman, Melisandre, is the tarot’s Priest-
ess, shadowbinder, and former advisor to Stannis
Baratheon and Jon Snow. The flames in her chamber
represent R’hllor, Lord of Light; fire is her holy
book, through which she communes with her god.

Her card number, 11, signifies duality. The Priest-
ess mediates between the earthly and spirit realms,
what is evident and what is hidden. Melisandre also
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Asnumber I, The Magician stands for the indi-
vidual and the ego, the “L” Littlefinger incites war
and commits murder to create chaos, his “ladder” to
power. He feigns powerlessness to get people to trust
him but, as Lord Varys says, Littlefinger “is one
of the most dangerous men in Westeros.” An arch
manipulator, driven to succeed while others suffer
the impact of his lies, he reflects both the upright and
reversed meanings of the tarot Magician,

Upright Meaning

Action, ideas, and energy abound. It's time for
inventiveness, expansive thinking, and new
directions, so the card often comes up to show new
work, relationships, business start-ups, and other
successful creative ventures. At the spiritual level,
you connect with your higher self, or true purpose.
If you're waiting for news, the card tells you that you
will soon have the information you need.

Additional meanings: Significant journeys, moving
home

Reversed Meaning

Delays and communication problems come with the
reversed card, so projects go on hold, or you may be
avoiding a choice, There may be manipulation and
deception, too, so you could be talked out of a course
of action that would otherwise benefit you.
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has a hidden identity of crone. While her practices
have brutal outcomes—she births a vile spectre to kill
Renly Baratheon, and incites the killing of Shireen
Baratheon—she can use her power for good, and
briefly redeems herself by bringing Jon Snow back to
life after his assassination by the Night's Watch. For
this reason, Melisandre echoes both the negative and
positive aspects of the tarot’s spiritual Priestess.
Upright Meaning

The Priestess reveals wisdom, intuition, and secrets.
The card invites you to honor your intuition and
connect with spiritual guidance. This is alsoa time
for privacy and discretion, and you may need to
protect a secret, or at least keep your own counsel.
Your inner life is important now, and you may be
drawn o study and seeking a mentor.

Additional meaning: Significant dreams, clairvoyance

Reversed Meaning

The reversed card suggests false information, You
may be misled by a reacher or mentor, or otherwise
Persundcd to go against your intuition; a person’s
egotism disappoints. A confidence may be broken or
a secret revealed.
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X1
JUSTICE

Key meanings: Justice, action, decisions, clarity,
perception, balance

Justice is Eddard Stark. Ice, his sword, stands for
retribution and the scales, mercy. Eddard is justice
in action: “The man who passes the sentence should
swing the sword,” he declares before beheading a
deserter from the Wall. He delivers justice in the
name of King Robert Baratheon when sentencing
Ser Gregor Clegane to death for slaying villagers and
declares Tywin Lannister responsible. His decisions
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XI1
THE HANGED MAN

Key meanings: Time, suspension, waiting, transition,
protection, reversals, sacrifice

The Bolton sigil is the Hanged Man. While the
flayed man evokes the torture of Theon Greyjoy by
Ramsay Bolton, it may also symbolize life in sus-
pension. The figure must simply endure a necessary
delay before he can move forward. During this wait,
he is initiated into a higher level of consciousness.
He perceives the world from a different perspective
and experiences a powerful rebirth: When Theon
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may not serve him best: He makes an enemy of
Tywin. Yet Eddard follows his own justice and is
willing to execute it.

The card’s number, X1, when expressed as 11, has
two numbers of equal value, and soisa symbol of
balance, equality, and choices.

Upright Meaning

A decision goes in your favor and you are judged
fairly, provided you are deserving. You succeed, also,
in tests, interviews, and negotiations. Past mistakes
or arguments are laid to rest; in all matters, you

act according to your conscience and for the higher
3ood. The card also signifies improved finances,
support, and good advice. The spiritual aspect of the
card sees you connected with divine guidance.
Additional meaning: Signing contracts; legal issues

Reversed Meaning

1n the reversed position, you may suffer a miscar-
riage of justice and be ill treated, or need to accept
responsibility for a mistake you made. Overall,
there’s a theme of unfairness running in relation-
ships and/or work.
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Greyjoy casts off the withering persona of Reek, he
reclaims his lost identity and saves Sansa Stark.

The card is numbered X11, which reduces to three,
the number of creation. Through the Hanged Man’s
experience of altered reality, a new future emerges.
Upright Meaning
While the Hanged Man reveals waiting for a decision
or change in circumstances, he also invites you to
take a different view of the sitnation, as you could
find an ingenious solution. The card also says a
sacrifice may be needed to break the stasis and
forge ahead. Whatever your decision, you can move
forward, enlightened.

Additional meaning: Prophecy, dreams

Reversed Meaning

The reversed card asks you to rethink an objective,
as it may be unrealistic. A broader interpretation
is wasting your time; you may need to walk away
rather than wait much longer for a decision to be
made.
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